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Reason for admission, 2020 - 2024

The most common reason for children to be admitted to PICU in 2024
was a Respiratory diagnosis (28.5%), followed by Cardiovascular at
(27.4%).

Over the 5 years ‘Respiratory’ increased to a peak in 2022 followed by
a slight fall between 2023-24. Cardiovascular showed an opposing
trend, with a slight decrease until 2022 before beginning to increase
between 2023-24. Endocrine / Metabolic and admissions
have decreased in recent years.
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The total number of children admitted to paediatric
intensive care units across the UK and Republic of Ireland
decreased in 2024, compared to 2022 and 2023.
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In-PICU mortality, 2020 - 2024
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Timeliness of data submission

82% of PICU admission
records and 78% of transport
records met the 2-month
Paediatric Critical Care Society
Quality Standard in 2024
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While the number of non-elective transports of children to PICU
undertaken by a paediatric critical care transport team decreased, the
percentage of emergency transports being mobilised within 30 minutes
increased year on year from 2022 to 2024
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Inequalities observed in PICU

Ethnic distribution of children admitted to PICU 2022 - 2024 -
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— PICU admissions by deprivation level 2022 - 2024

Least deprived ® © Mostdeprived

General population 20% 20% 20%
PICU admissions  14% 15% 18% 23% 30%
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African, Caribbean or

Children living in
the highest areas
of deprivation
were more likely
to be admitted to
a PICU
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